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Global Technical Group on 
Economic Strengthening, Livelihoods and Child Protection

The Economic Strengthening, Livelihoods and Child Protection Global Technical Group (GTG) is one of several technical groups established under the Care and Protection of Children in Crisis-Affected Countries (CPC) Learning Network.  The goal of each of the theme-related Global Technical Groups is a change practice and policy in order to better protect children in crisis settings. 

At present, the majority of economic interventions are implemented with the aim of increasing income and employment opportunities. There exists an underlying assumption that by merely increasing income, the entire household benefits including the children. Current economic programs, however, seldom measure the impact of the program on children’s well-being. That is, are children more likely to be attending school, eating regular and nutritious meals, and accessing health care because their parents or guardians are participating in livelihood programs?  This Global Technical Group will work to develop an evidence base on when and how and what types of economic programs positively impact the well-being of children in targeted households and communities.  

Led by the Women’s Refugee Commission and the International Rescue Committee, the Economic Strengthening, Livelihoods and Child Protection Global Technical Group works in partnership with the Children and Youth Economic Strengthening (CYES) Network to reach a broad audience of policy-makers and field practitioners throughout the world.  The GTG aims to improve the quality and effectiveness of economic programming targeting conflict-affected populations in order to enhance the protection and well-being of affected children.  Through the CYES network, the GTG seeks to capture existing learning on the nexus between economic programming and child protection; identify practitioners’ additional learning needs; assess children’s and youth’s contributions to household economics; research the gendered impacts of livelihood programs; provide technical support to field-based practitioners; and develop core indicators for child protection for incorporation into economic programs’ impact evaluations.  
The Global Technical Group is open to all organizations and practitioners who wish to participate.  The majority of the GTG’s work will be undertaken via open access on the CYES web-based platform to allow for the sharing of resource documents, tools, reports and materials, expert posts and blogs. Through the engagement of a worldwide community of practitioners, the GTG will begin developing the evidence base and guidance needed to strengthen the impact economic programs have on child well-being and protection.

Contact:

Dale Buscher, Women’s Refugee Commission, DaleB@wrcommission.org.   
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